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the eight added two again 5 and the ten completed the panel
with a further two brethren. The number of electors was
fixed at twelve in imitation of the twelve Apostles, and a
priest was selected to represent Jesus Christ. The thirteen
retired for discussion, which was confidential and of which
no report was given to the chapter. The electors first con-
sidered the merits of the leaders in the East, but could choose
a leader in the West, if no leader elsewhere met with
their approval. When the majority had decided upon a
candidate, the thirteen electors returned to the chapter, and
the Commander of the Election addressed himself to the
successful candidate and- hailed him as Grand Master.
The chapter would not challenge the selection, nor could the
candidate decline the honour. The chosen candidate was
escorted in triumph to the church, and, after a service of
thanksgiving, the chapter was dissolved. The weakness of
the system was that the Commander of the Election could
control the nomination. He and the brother chosen to be
the second elector selected the further co-electors at will, and
were in a position to add to their number brethren whom they
knew would support a certain candidate. No limitation was
fixed to the right of the first electors to choose the additional
members, except that the composition of the secular panel
must consist of eight knights and four sergeants from
different provinces of the Order.
The later Rule describes the duties and household of the
principal officers, and lays down very fully the regulations by
which the brethren are to be governed before the world and
in their houses, and how they are to be equipped in peace and
war. In part the Rule is a military text-book, and it explains
how the brethren are to march and fight, giving examples of
mistakes made and triumphs won in past engagements.
Templars may not engage in private feuds. Their whole
duty is to the Temple, and, apart altogether from the risk of
injury, the Order could not allow them to waste their